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Period
Drama

A COUPLE WAS
SERIOUS ABOUT
KEEPING THINGS
AUTHENTIC IN THEIR
VICTORIAN-ERA
FARMHOUSE.
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Dining Room
Before they fell in love with
each other, Danielle LaPointe
and Jon Quade fellin love
with their 1886 Kennebunk
farmhouse. Back in 2019,
they'd both been house hunt-
ing. When LaPointe heard
Quade, whom she’d met a
few years earlier, purchased
the place she had her eye on,
she texted him. “A year later,
she showed up with a bag,”
Quade jokes. Working with
Bath architect David Matero
and Portland builder Wright-
Ryan, the couple replaced
a sagging ell and barn and
extensively rehabbed the
rest of the house. In the old
section, LaPointe, an interior
designer, stuck to period-
appropriate Colonial- and
Victorian-style finishes and
furnishings. The dining room
features Farrow & Ball’s
old-world-inspired French
Gray on the ceiling, trim,
and walls, a hand-me-down
farmhouse table, and a Face-
book Marketplace bureau
and chairs (with new linen
slipcovers). “Diane Keaton
wrote a book, The House That
Pinterest Built” LaPointe says.
“This is the house that Face-
book Marketplace built.”
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Exterior .
The former barn was
fastened to the house with

a metal chain affixed to

the floor framing. When a
member of the local
historic-preservation
commission surveyed the
barn’s bowed floorboards,
"he was like, ‘you could take a
bath in here,” Quade recalls.
The new barn-like addition
encompasses a soaring living
space and a new wing houses
a mudroom and powder
room. The main home retains
its original wavy-glass
windows (which are covered
with storm windows in winter)
and elegant front porch.

The couple simply widened
the steps. The exterior color
palette, though, was a bit of a
saga. “I had just lost my dad
and convinced myself and
everyone that we needed a
dark-green house,” LaPointe
says. “Then | had to convince
them that we needed a white
house. | felt lighter and felf the
house should be lighter too.”

Kitchen
A few years ago, the couple
found a pair of stained-glass
panels, made by Quade’s
grandfather, in his dad’s
basement. Decorated with
hummingbirds and flowers,
the panels now bookend a
bank of windows above a
farmhouse sink, where the
birds appear to flit above the
Kennebunk River, which runs
behind the house. Cabinetry
crafted from reclaimed-pine
floorboards by Winthrop’s
Nick Heller, gold-streaked Taj
Mahal quartzite countertops,
and an ivory delft-tile back-
splash reference the glass’s
warm palette. To expand the
kitchen, the couple removed
a wall where a refrigera-

tor had been and added

a seating area. They also
tucked a pantry into a former
bathroom behind the stove.
“Knowing we were going to
be here forever, have our
family here, we decided to do
a whole-house project,” says
LaPointe, who is due with the
couple’s second child in June.




