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FROM THE APPLICANT

Ground-up residential projects often start
with a blank slate—a vacant lot or a quiet
patch of woodland. However, this house,
situated in Portland’s historic West End,
began its journey on an existing garden plot.
Nestled within one of Maine’s oldest and
most cherished neighborhoods, this verdant
oasis provided a unigue and inspiring
touchstone for the project.

The garden had been well-maintained for
decades and was a visual staple of the
neighborhood. It provided a natural respite
for pedestrians navigating- the dense,
suburban fabric of the West End. The
project’s main objective was to design a
house that remained in dialogue with its
surrounding landscape. The design team
began by locating the house on the
southwestern end of the lot. This preserved
as much vegetation as possible while also
forming a central patio space that gave a
direct, landscaped connection to the owner’s
existing home nearby (now occupied by
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extended family). Next, the design team
worked closely with the owner to minimize
the building footprint and increase green
space. These two opening design moves
were simple, yet fundamental to the project’s
successful integration with the garden.

Recognizing the client's meticulous
attention to the garden, it was essential to
design an exterior that matched this same
level of discipline. A durable exterior cladding
layout that combined wood species,
textures, and colors was developed to
introduce another natural pattern within the
landscape. The lapped siding is black locust,
a domestic, durable hardwood with varying
grain patterns, stained a light silver to help
“pre-age” its complexion and complement
the surrounding greenery. To add contrast,
the darker stained cedar battens set a
vertical rhythm across the facade. These
horizontal and vertical lines define a module,
which in turn helps generate the exterior
features of the house.
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New build

PROJECT TITLE
West End Garden House

LOCATIbN
Portland, Maine

DATE COMPLETED

8/16/2024
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